Embassy of the Republic of Türkiye
H.E. Ambassador Fatma Ceren Yazgan
Jan Evertstraat 15

2514 BS Den Haag
Eindhoven, the Netherlands, March 2026
Your Excellency,
I am deeply concerned about the prosecution of Emirhan Şaşmaz, Kerem Dikmen and nine other board members of the Izmir-based Genç LGBTI+ association for their lawful advocacy and community activities.
In December 2025, the İzmir Civil Court of First Instance No. 3 ordered the dissolution of Genç LGBTI+, citing social media posts from 2019–2022 as 'obscene'. These allegations had previously been investigated and dismissed by the Cyber Crimes Bureau, as the posts did not constitute a criminal offence. 
Closing the association and prosecuting its board members on vague 'morality' grounds represents an unlawful restriction of their rights to freedom of expression and association and discriminates against LGBTI+ individuals.
I urge the Turkish authorities to immediately drop all criminal charges against Genç LGBTI+ board members and uphold Türkiye's obligations under international human rights law.
Yours sincerely,
